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ABSTRACT

A Study on The Nursing Needs of The Elderly

in Nursing Home

Won, Kyoung Im
Dept., of Health Administration

Graduate School of Health and Environment

The purpose of this study was to survey the elderly nursing home
for their operation and services and the elderly uses’ nursing needs and
thereby, provide for some basic data useful to development of quality
nursing services for them. For this purpose, 91 elderly patients
hospitalized at 6 nursing home in Kyonggi-do were sampled to be
interviewed directly by the researcher from April 1 to 23, 2004. A scale
developed by Lee Sun-ja (2001) was used to measure elderly patients’
needs for nursing services. This study was analyzed with SPSS WIN
11.0 program. The results of this study can be summarized as follows;

1. As a result of analyzing subjects’ demographic variables, it was
found that females accounted for 65.9%, those aged 80 or older 41.8%,
those who had graduated from high schools or higher educational

institutes 41.8% and those with no spouse accounted for 81.3%.
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2. Dementia accounted for most (49.5%) of the diseases from which
the subjects were suffering, followed by hypertension (42.9%), diabetes
(26.4%) and paralysis (26.4%) in their order. The elderly patients’ needs
for informative, physical and emotional/social nursing services were
significantly and positively correlated with the number of their diseases
and the ADL scores.

3. As a consequence of analyzing subjects’ nursing needs in terms
of informative, physical and emotional/social areas, it was found that
three areas were positively correlated with each other, and that the
nursing services required most by the elderly were ’emotional/social
nursing services scoring 3.80+0.53 out of 5.00 full points, followed by
physical nursing services scoring 3.23£0.69 and informative nursing
services scoring 3.19+0.63.

4. The factors significantly affecting their nursing needs were age,
ADL, number of diseases, monthly living cost to be paid, satisfaction
with  medical services, satisfaction with recreational programs and
period of hospitalization. Specifically, the significant factors affecting
their needs for informative nursing services were age ADL, satisfaction
with medical services, satisfaction with recreational programs and period
of hospitalization, while the significant factors affecting their needs for
physical nursing services were ADL, number of diseases, monthly living
cost to be paid, satisfaction with medical services and satisfaction with

recreational services. The significant factor affecting their needs for
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emotional nursing services was period of hospitalization.

5. 429% of the elderly subjects were informed of the nursing
sanatorium by relatives or neighbors, and 60.4% of them had lived with
their grown-up children before hospitalization. Sons had decided to have
their parents hospitalized in 58.2%6 of the cases, and 52.7% of the
elderly had decided to be hospitalized because they had nobody taking
care of themselves. Grown-up children were paying the cost to the
sanatorium in 72.5% of the cases.

At this moment when nursing sanatoriums become more required
due to increasing old population and thus, are being established as
elderly medical welfare facilities nominally, it is deemed very important
to understand their elderly users’ needs for nursing services and
thereby, provide them with quality nursing services. Accordingly, in
order to provide for the services required by the elderly users, nursing
sanatoriums are obliged to survey and understand their needs for
nursing services and thereby, develop some standard nursing service
programs for them. In this regard, this study focused on elderly users’
needs for nursing services will provide for some basic data useful to
development of the nursing service programs as well as helpful to
nurse’s or nursing managers’ understanding of their needs for nursing
services.

In addition, in order to activate nursing sanatoriums, it 1S necessary

to recruit qualified nurses or their assistants who can take care of the
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elderly users with some individualized nursing services, being supported

by government’s policies and financial subsidies.

Keywords: the elderly, nursing home, nursing needs
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